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DEPARTMENT VISION 

The Creative Writing Department of the San Diego School of Creative and Performing Arts is dedicated 

to providing a broad education that challenges the students artistically and intellectually to prepare 

students for college, conservatory and professional careers in published writing, journalistic pursuits and 

related professions. 

 

CLASSROOM PROCEDURES AND EXPECTATIONS 

Each class meeting will begin with silent reading to prepare for writing. Students are expected to treat 

both reading and writing time with respect by working quietly as not to disturb their table mates. Students 

will be expected to submit works both physically in class or electronically via Google Classroom and via 

Canvas. Daily journals are to remain in the class unless prior arrangements have been made with me. 

Every student is expected to participate in both individual and collaborative activities in professional and 

respectful manners.  

 

Students are expected to complete all assigned work in a timely manner and inform me if deadlines 

cannot be met.  

  

CONTENT & SKILLS 

The four main components of the Creative Writing curriculum are fiction, non-fiction, poetry, and script 

writing. Students enrolled in Middle School Creative Writing will be given a brief introduction of all 

components, as well as work in vocabulary, syntax, and journalism. Students will be working on word 

processing skills as well as penmanship throughout the course. Also, a variety of style and voice will be 

presented as they apply to various audiences and assignments. 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This introductory course in creating writing will introduce students to professional models of prose, 

poetry and drama, along with the general structure, format and techniques associated with each of these 

forms of writing. Students will learn vocabulary specific to the subject (e.g. audience, voice, tone), and 

write original pieces that will be workshopped (analyzed and critiqued) in small groups. Students will 

keep a writer’s notebook, and compile a representative portfolio of their best work over the course of the 

year. 

 

RECOMMENDED MATERIALS 

As an introductory class in Creative Writing, it is important for students to read each day in class. 

Students will be given a notebook to remain in the room for each class. Students are encouraged to be 

prepared for each class with a variety of writing tools (pencils, pens and highlighters) as well as a free 

reading book each day. We do have access to a lending library in the adjoining room. Reading books may 

also be in electronic formats as well.  

 

 

  



GRADING POLICY 

Most of the work done in Middle School Creative Writing will be done during class time. However, 

should extra time be needed students can work on compositions saved on their Google Drive. In case of 

absences, late work will be accepted the next class meeting without penalty.  

   

   

WEIGHTED GRADING CATEGORIES: 

1. Classwork – 35% 

2. Composition – 20% 

3. Daily Writings – 25% 

4. Quizzes - 10% 

5. Workshops - 10% 

 

Classwork: Writing projects assigned during class time will go into their class journal. These 

assignments will be both individual work and collaborative assessments. This includes edits and/or 

revisions on compositions. Classwork will make up for 35% of each grading period.  

 

Composition: Compositions are major writing projects requiring at least three steps (rough draft, 

conference, workshop and edits) before final submission. There will be one major composition during 

each six-week progress reporting period. Compositions will make up for 20% of each grading period. 

 

Daily writings: Each day, students will complete a journal entry based on their silent reading to begin 

each class. These entries will be assessed on correct format and ensuring that each class meeting has one 

complete journal entry. Daily writings will make up for 25% of each grading period. 

 

Quizzes: Short quizzes will be given during units to test skill retention. These quizzes will make up for 

10% of each grading period. 

 

Workshops: Workshops, or peer reviews, will be used during compositions. In these workshops, students 

will learn to give and receive constructive feedback, and practice editing skills. Workshops will make up 

for 10% of each grading period.  

 

GRADING & EVALUATION ACADEMIC SCALE 

Grades will be determined by the accumulation of points on weighted tasks built around the Common 

Core Content Standards, National Arts Core Standards, and Next Generation Science Standards.  

Assessments of student work will generate the following grades: 

  

Letter Grade Standard Benchmark NCAS Descriptor Percentage  
A Exemplary Mastery Advanced 90 – 100% 

B Competent Mastery Accomplished 75 – 89% 

C Satisfactory Mastery Proficient 50 – 74% 

D Developing towards Mastery Inadequate 35 – 49% 

F Little/No Mastery Little/No Success Below 35% 

 

CITIZENSHIP MARKS 

Citizenship marks are indicators of habits that embody the characteristics of great Scholars, Citizens, 

Professionals, and Artists. They are reflections on of the general behavior, attitudes, values, and habits of 

an individual student in the school community as it pertains to our SLOs of being an exemplary Scholar, 

Citizen, Professional, and Artist. These marks are indices of the student’s ability to participate effectively 

in a democratic society. They are not a measure academic performance. Yet the qualities of a great 

SDSCPA citizen often yield high achieving SDSCPA scholars. 

  



Below is a handy outline for expectations for all students in Middle School Creative Writing.  

 
 

Category Excellent - E (4) Good - G (3) Satisfactory - S (2) Needs 

Improvement - 

N (1) 

Unsatisfactory - U (0) 

SCHOLAR: 

An SCPA Scholar 

is a critical and 

creative thinker 

with a deep-rooted 

passion for 

learning and 

discovery. 

0 tardies and 

unexcused 

absences. Students 

always exhibit 

positive energy for 

learning. Excellent 

students are 

collaborative and 

cooperative with 

their peers and 

SDSCPA 

community.  

1-2 tardies and no 

unexcused 

absences. Students 

regularly exhibit 

positive energy for 

learning toward 

learning.  

Excellent students 

are collaborative 

and cooperative 

with their peers 

and SDSCPA 

community.  

3 tardies, and/or 1 

unexcused absence.  

Students exhibit 

pleasant energy for 

toward learning.  

4 tardies, and/or 

1 unexcused 

absence. 

Students may not 

regularly exhibit 

positive energy 

for learning.   

More attention to 

classroom 

behavior 

required for 

academic 

success.  

4 or more tardies, and or 

2 or more unexcused 

absences. Students do 

not regularly exhibit 

positive energy for 

learning. More attention 

to classroom behavior is 

required for academic 

success. 

CITIZEN: 

An SDSCPA 

Citizen is actively 

involved in 

developing an 

environment that 

is welcoming, 

engaging, and 

inclusive of a 

highly diverse 

community. 

Students maintain 

a strong work 

ethic for learning 

and courteous 

demeanor toward 

staff, peers. They 

are respectful for 

the diversity of the 

community and 

encourage others 

to do the same.   

Students maintain 

a strong work 

ethic and 

courteous 

demeanor toward 

staff and peers. 

They are 

respectful for the 

diversity of the 

community.   

Student may be 

compliant and 

complacent but not 

share an enthusiastic 

work ethic and 

consistent courteous 

demeanor toward 

others.   

Students do not 

uphold a strong 

and consistent 

work ethic 

toward learning. 

Students do not uphold 

a strong and consistent 

work ethic toward 

learning. 

PROFESSIONAL: 

An SDSCPA 

Professional 

strives toward 

excellence in 

preparation for 

success in college, 

career, and life. 

Student turns in 

assignments on 

time 100% of the 

time.   

Student turns in 

75% of 

assignments by 

due date. 

Student turns in 60% 

of assignments by 

due date. 

Student turns in 

45% of 

assignments by 

due date. 

Student turns in less 

than 45% of 

assignments by due 

date 

ARTIST: 

An SDSCPA 

Artist is a 

courageous and 

self-disciplined 

individual with a 

continuous desire 

to create authentic 

works of art. 

They maintain a 

self-directed 

passion for 

learning and 

encourage others 

to adopt similar 

habits of mind.   

They maintain a 

self-directed 

passion for 

learning and 

encourage others 

to adopt similar 

habits of mind.   

Satisfactory students 

need a sparing 

reminder to be self-

directed and 

participatory in 

learning.  

Students create 

work showing 

minimal effort and 

little originality. 

Students generate sub-

par work showing no 

passion or authentic 

originality. 

 

 

LATE AND/OR MISSING WORK:   
Late work is always accepted as long as it is submitted prior to the final semester deadline. Depending on 

the degree of tardiness of the assignment, students may lose points. The most number of points lost for 

late assignments will be no greater than 10% of the total points possible. So, an assignment worth 10 

points that is turned in two weeks late will not earn a mark higher than nine (9) points.    

 



REVISIONS  
As writers, it is essential that students edit and revise work on a regular basis. Students who wish to revise 

any work to receive a higher grade will first need to conference with the teacher to discuss what edits 

need to happen. Most revised compositions will be due the next class meeting unless the edits are more in 

depth. 

 

GRADE ACCESS 

Assignments will be available on both PowerSchool Gradebook and Google Classroom. Parents wishing 

to access the Google Classroom with the code: 37d4ww5. 

 

PULL OUT POLICY 

In order for students to be excused from class to attend school sponsored events such as field trips, 

students must be in good standing. Good standing as defined by SDSCPA’s Achievement through Caring 

and Transformation (ACT) is above a 2.5 GPA with no D’s, F’s, N’s or U’s, and no more than twenty 

(20) attendance infractions (A, U, T, or W codes on PowerSchool) at each semester. Should a student not 

be in good standing, they must appeal and show improvement to be eligible for participation. 

 

ACADEMIC HONESTY 

 It is the goal of every SDSCPA student to have the ability to present original work in every subject. In 

Creative Writing, even though we pull inspiration from other authors, it is essential that students only 

submit original work.  

 

COMMUNICATION  
The best way to communicate is via email: efetters@sandi.net.  

 

COURSE OUTLINE 

The following outline is a rough time line for each module, and unit lengths can be adjusted if the need 

arises.  

 

Semester 1 

Unit Weeks Standards and Skills  

Words, words, words 4 Vocabulary and spelling 

Grammar and syntax 3 Parts of speech and sentence structures 

Poetry 5 Structure, unstructured, concrete and abstract styles 

Fiction 6 Principles of story telling  

 

Semester 2 

Unit Weeks Standards and Skills 

Non-fiction 5 Thesis and academic writing 

Scriptwriting 3 Format for dialog based works 

Intro to journalism 5 Informative writing 

Culminating project 5 Creating edited and professional work 
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STUDENT-PARENT/GUARDIAN AGREEMENT 

Middle School Creative Writing 
 

Please sign and return by Friday, September 14, 2018 

 

My parent/guardian and I have read, understand, and accept this syllabus for 2018-2019. 
 

Date:__________________ 

 

 

 

Student Signature:_____________________________________________________________________  

 

Student name (printed): _________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Parent Signature:______________________________________________________________________  

 

Parent name (printed):__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Parent e-mail Address:__________________________________________________________________ 

Would you like to be included in the Google classroom?  YES NO 

 

Contact number(s):  ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Describe your expectations of me as your student’s teacher this year: 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Other concerns: 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 


